
2nd Grade Readiness Checklist 
 

Reading Skills: 

 ☐ Knows grade-level sight words​
 ☐ Reads simple stories with support and growing fluency​
 ☐ Retells the beginning, middle, and end of a story​
 ☐ Identifies characters and setting​
 ☐ Uses picture clues and phonics to read unknown words​
 ☐ Reads and understands simple sentences independently​
 ☐ Knows basic punctuation marks (. ? !)​
 ☐ Can answer questions about a story 

 

Writing/Fine Motor Skills: 

 ☐ Writes complete simple sentences​
 ☐ Uses capital letters and punctuation correctly most of the time​
 ☐ Writes first and last name neatly​
 ☐ Uses spaces between words​
 ☐ Draws and writes to share ideas clearly​
 ☐ Uses scissors, glue, crayons, and pencils appropriately​
 ☐ Holds writing utensils correctly​
 ☐ Can copy words and sentences neatly 

 

 

 
 

 



Math Skills: 

 ☐ Counts to 120​
 ☐ Adds and subtracts within 20​
 ☐ Solves simple word problems with support​
 ☐ Understands place value for tens and ones​
 ☐ Identifies coins and their values​
 ☐ Tells time to the hour and half-hour​
 ☐ Recognizes and creates simple patterns​
 ☐ Identifies basic 2D shapes 

 

Physical Skills: 

 ☐ Participates safely during recess and PE​
 ☐ Sits and works appropriately during lessons​
 ☐ Uses classroom materials safely​
 ☐ Demonstrates self-control with their body​
 ☐ Transitions safely around campus 

 

Social and Emotional Skills: 

 ☐ Works well with partners and small groups​
 ☐ Takes turns and shares materials​
 ☐ Follows classroom rules and routines​
 ☐ Uses words to solve small problems​
 ☐ Tries new or challenging tasks​
 ☐ Handles mistakes appropriately​
 ☐ Recognizes emotions in self and others 

 

Communication Skills: 

 ☐ Speaks clearly in complete thoughts​
 ☐ Listens when others are speaking​
 ☐ Follows 2–3 step directions​
 ☐ Asks for help when needed​



 ☐ Uses polite manners and respectful language​
 ☐ Participates in classroom discussions appropriately 

 

Listening and Attention Skills: 

 ☐ Stays focused during short independent tasks​
 ☐ Listens to stories and lessons attentively​
 ☐ Raises hand and waits to speak​
 ☐ Follows directions the first time most of the time​
 ☐ Transitions between activities appropriately 

 

Independence Skills: 

 ☐ Organizes personal belongings​
 ☐ Cleans up after activities​
 ☐ Uses classroom supplies independently​
 ☐ Completes simple tasks without constant reminders​
 ☐ Manages bathroom and hygiene needs independently ​
 ☐ Packs and unpacks backpack independently 

 ☐ Ties shoes independently​
 ☐ Takes responsibility for folders, homework, and materials 

 

We are so excited to welcome you to 2nd Grade! 
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