8th grade English Language Arts Readiness Checklist

Reading

[J Citing textual evidence

[J Identifying Central Ideas or Theme

[J Decoding the meaning of words

[J Author’s Purpose

[J Point of View

[J Analyze text and discover connections among ideas, events, or people.

[J Evaluate advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums to present a
topic.

Writing

[J Write a thesis statement.

[J Write an argument essay that includes counter arguments.
[J Write a narrative essay that retells events using dialogue.
[J Write an informative essay using transitions.

[J Write using formal language.

[J Write supporting information for a claim.

[J Write a research paper that is at least 2 pages.

[J Write using correct grammar and mechanics.

Language

[J Interpret figurative language.

[J Determine connotations.

[J Spelling

[J Verbs in active and passive voice

[J Use conventions correctly.

[J Use context clues to determine the meaning of words.

Listening/Speaking

[J Collaborate with peers in small groups.
[J Evaluate a speaker’s argument for reasonable evidence.
[J Present information in a visual display and emphasize main points.



[J Analyze the purpose of information presented.



